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Evidence of NX 0912 ivate JOHN LESLIE SEARANT. 


Jonn Leslie SEARANT, being duly sworn by His Honour, states; 


My full number, name, rank and unit are lX.4.0912 Private John Leslie 
Searant, 8th Dive AcAsS.Coy attached to 2/21 Aust. Infantry Battalionc 
hiy home address is Lambeth Street, Glen Innes, N.S. ie 


I was taken prisoner on 3 February 19/2 at Ambon, and confined at Tan 
Toey. I was released on 10 September 1915, 


I saw the beating of the Dutch personnel on 12 July 1942. About 30 
were beaten altogether. They vere beaten up on the hill at the HeQe, 
about 250 to 300 yards from the campo The Japanese guards hit then 
with sticks, piece of iron, pick handles and anything they could lay 
hold of, They were hit all over the body and head for about 20 minute: 
or half an hour; it may have been longer. ven after they had fallen 
down the guards continued to beat than. This was witnessed by most of 
the men in the camp. I could not identify any particular guard engage: 
on this beatinz. 


I saw the Japanese plece a large number of bombs in a transport shed 1: 
the centre of the camp area in about Cctober 1942. They were placed i: 
the officers! quarters and about 50 or 70 yards from the hospital. 

The Americans bombed the camp on 15 February 1943. There were no 
markings on the camp to show that it contained prisonerse-of-war. AS a 
result of the dump being hit, 10 men were killed and quite a number 
injured by shrapnel. 


I sav the beating of about 23 Australian prisoners on about 19 or 20 
November 19/32. These men hed been accused of breaking camp. The 
Japanese took them up the hill to the Headquarters where they ;° 
belted them until they could not stande. Those who could not stand 
were tied orect to a tree. The guards used pick handles and pieces o 
hose pipe to belt the Australians, They were hit mainly around the 
backe leven in particular were belted all over the bodye 


4 Japanese guard nicknamed "Gold Tooth" was one involved in the beatin 
I cannot identify any of the others, 


I saw eight of the men who came back to the camp after the beating. 
They were very badly bruised dowm the backs of the legs and on the 
buttocks. I did not see the eleven agains I saw them being taken ava: 
from the hill, some in a staff car and some in a truck, but never saw 
them again. 


I was put on the "long carry" 13 times during 1944. The last occasion 
was just before Christmase The distance of the long carry was about 
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a 
eight miles over vevy rough, rugged country made up of broken coral 
with gullies and steep hills. ie had to go on all fours sometines to 
crawl up the bills, It took us about five hours to complete the 
journey with » toud, I carried bags of cement and 150-lb. bombs. The 
bags of cemenS weighed 94 lbs. Two men were detailed for each bag}; 
when one could carvy it no further the other took over. The Japanese 
guards did nov actually bash us but made us hurry alonge Sometimes 
we had gocd guucds who would give us a fair go, but on one occasion we 


1 


were guarded by some ioreans who kept us moving all the timee 

At that time my weizht was about 7 stone 6 lbs. liy normal weight is 
10 stone 6 lbs, I wes in hospitel justi a fter we were taken prisoner 
but not after that. 


I used to go out on working parties. ‘w/e did all classes of work, such 
as carrying; cocoanut logs, digging tunnels and building tank traps and 
pillbosrss; we also had to carry cement blocks. ‘shile I was on these 
working parties I received quite a few beshings for tzying to ease up 
on the work a bite In the majority of cases, it was ter no reason 

at alle jie were given four or five smacks across the butiocks with a 
stick and a couple of times were hit on the nead, I was knocked over 
a couple of times, I do not know theugnres of any of the guards 
involved inthis. ihile digzing the base for an oil tank on one 
occasion I saw a Japanese guard nicknamed "Five in one" bash sane of 
the Australians. He used to smack them on the face with his hand and 
Inock them dow; when they had fallen he used to kick theme 


I certify that the above evidence is true and correcte 


Taken and sworn before me at llorotai 


on this 25th day of September 1945 
J eLeSHZARANT. 
Ae LIANSFI“LD 
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